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ILLINOIS

01-0539

Carrier to Carrier Service Quality Rules
A first notice order was entered by the Commission on 1/7/04, adopting Part 731 “Wholesale Service Quality for Telecommunications Carriers.”  Comments and Reply comments have been filed.  A second notice order is pending.      

01-0662

Investigation concerning SBC Illinois’ compliance with Section 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996

ICC issued order on 5/13/03 finding SBC Illinois to be in compliance with 271 checklist.  FCC approved SBC’s 271 application on 10/15/03.  Pursuant to paragraph 3608 of the ICC’s 271 Order, SBC Illinois is required to provide a bi-monthly progress pertaining to the 57 items contained in the “Commitment List” attached to the Order.  SBC’s sixth progress report was provided on 3/30/04, in which SBC asserted that it had completed 55 of the 57 commitments and was on track to satisfy the remaining two commitments.  SBC is required to provide bi-monthly reports until the completion of all required activity.  The two remaining commitments, according to SBC’s sixth report, are as follows:

· SBC will make RCF available to CLECs as a resale offering and will work with Z-Tel to facilitate the availability of RCF as part of a UNE-P offering

· SBC commits to complete any and all remedial actions the Commission deemed necessary to achieve compliance with the Commission’s Phase I Interim Order.

02-0864

SBC Illinois TELRIC Docket

At the last update, the 7th Circuit’s decision was pending.  Due to the 7th Circuits decision, this case was reinstated and SBC’s proposed rate increase was re-suspended.  Hearings were held on March 15-19, and summaries of positions were filed on 4/19.  Deadline for Commission action is 6/16/04.  


00-0812

Verizon TELRIC Docket

On 11/12/03, a proposed order in Phase I was served on the parties.  Subsequent to exceptions and replies being filed, supplemental briefs were submitted on, among other things, the effect of the FCC’s TELRIC NPRM on this docket.  On 4/14, the ALJ generally continued the case.  Final recommendation from ALJ to ICC regarding Phase I is expected soon.  The primary issue in Phase I is whether Verizon’s ICM model should be used in developing costs.

Triennial Review Proceedings:

03-0593 (Batch Hot Cut)

03-0595 (Mass Market Switching)

03-0596 (Loop Transport)

On 3/17/04, the Commission voted 5-0 to stay the Triennial Review proceedings.  

00-0393

Line Sharing Remand

On 11/12/03, this case was remanded to the Commission by the United States District Court, Northern District of Illinois (Case Number 02 C 4121) in light of the FCC’s Triennial Review Order.  The Commission reopened the case on 11/25/03, to address the remand, and briefs and replies addressing this topic were filed in February of 2004.  The Commission subsequently scheduled an additional round of briefs, filed in April of 2004, to address the impact of the US Court of Appeals Decision on the FCC’s Triennial Review Order.  The next hearing in this matter is scheduled for 5/5/04.

04-0312 

SBC Illinois Alternative Regulation Annual Review
Commission deadline is 7/1/04.  While a specific revenue reduction for wholesale services as a whole is not publicly available information, SBC has proposed to reduce rates for various wholesale services, including: non-recurring charge, monthly local call plans, residential usage, individual optional calling features and optional calling features packages.  According to SBC’s petition, it estimates an overall rate reduction due to this annual filing of $23.2 million.

01-0120 

SBC/Ameritech Merger Condition 30

On 11/19/03, the Appellate Court, Third District (Court No. 3-02-0738 consolidated with 3-02-0920) remanded the Commission’s decision.  Briefs on remanded were submitted in January and February of 2004.  The ALJ served a proposed order on remand to the parties on 4/6/04. Exceptions and replies thereto were filed on 4/19 and 4/22, respectively.  Deadline for Commission action in this matter is 5/19/04.

02-0845 

Restricted Call Registry Rule

The Commission issued its final order in this docket adopting Code Part 300 “Restricted Call Registry,” which pertains to the procedures for a Restricted Call Registry, methods to obtain the Registry, subscriber enrollment, public notification, complaints procedures, violations and relief.

04-0165 

Digital Divide Elimination Infrastructure Fund

The Commission initiated this docket on 2/24/04, to amend Code Part 759 to expand the eligibility criteria for funding.  Staff has filed its supporting comments and the next hearing is scheduled for 5/7/04.  

03-0553 

TDS complaint against SBC Illinois regarding termination liability  

This case pertains to a complaint filed by TDS against SBC for termination penalties SBC assesses for certain services.  According to TDS, these charges are anti-competitive, unjust and unreasonable.  This case is similar to the Ascent Case (00-0024).  Staff suggests an industry-wide rulemaking to address competitive carriers’ termination penalties (Staff Exhibit 2.0, p. 14; Staff Exhibit 1.0, pp. 14-15).  The deadline for Commission action on this matter is 9/12/04.

01-0656

Numbering Relief for the 217 Area Code

The current estimated exhaust date for 217 is in 2005.  Numerous public forums were held to address the proper relief plan.  The Commission cancelled several public forums due to lack of attendance.

Wireline to Wireless LNP

e.g., 03-0730 (Madison Telephone)

On 4/16/04, the ALJ issued a proposed order granting a temporary suspension of the wireline to wireless LNP requirement for Madison.  Other similar cases are pending for the rural LECs.

04-0071 

Part 725 Standards of Service Applicable to 911 Emergency Systems 
On 2/4/04, the Commission initiated a proceeding to revise the 911 rules to address new issues dealing with competition in the telecommunications industry, as well as specific clarification issues and updated due to technological changes that have occurred in the years since the rule was previously revised.  Comments have been submitted by the parties and a status hearing is scheduled for 5/5/04.

03-0312

Nextel ETC Case

This case pertains to Nextel’s petition to become an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in Illinois.  There is a pending motion to dismiss this proceeding and a status hearing has been scheduled for 6/30/04.

VOIP

On 3/2/04, the Commission conducted a Telecommunications Policy Meeting that addressed Voice Over Internet Protocal (“VOIP”).  At this point, the Commission has not initiated a docket on this issue and appears to be taking a “wait and see” approach.  Commission Staff appears anxious to formally investigate VOIP. 

ILLINOIS Triennial Review Proceedings:

03-0593 (Batch Hot Cut)

03-0595 (Mass Market Switching)

03-0596 (Loop Transport)

On 3/17/04, the Commission voted 5-0 to stay the Triennial Review proceedings.  

Illinois Cases on Appeal 

98-0252/0335/00-0764: ICC Review of SBC’s Alternative Regulation Plan (appeal filed by SBC)

01-0609: Rates for COPTs ports (filed by Trucomm & Data Net Systems)

01-0614: Appeal of 13-801 and the ICC’s order implementing this section of the PUA (EELS and UNE-P Tariff).  The Commission filed motion with court asking to have this case remanded to the Commission, which was opposed by CLECs.  Judge has yet to rule on Commission’s motion.

00-0393: Pronto Appeal (see above).

01-0120: SBC Merger Condition 30 (see above) 

00-0700: Unbundled Local Switching / Shared Transport 

99-0593 ICC Investigation into Special Construction Charges.  Ill. App. Ct., 1st Dist. Issued opinion on 11/20/03 affirming in part, and reversing in part, the ICC’s order.

00-0233/0335 Universal Service Fund.  On 1/28/04, the Commission’s leave to appeal to the Illinois Supreme Court was granted.

02-0365: IBT v Globalcom.  District Court found that ICC lacked jurisdiction to interpret SBC’s federal special access tariff and enjoined the Commission from enforcing portions of the order.

INDIANA
 
40611-S1
In the Matter of the Commission Investigation and Generic Proceeding on Ameritech Indiana's Rates for Interconnection, Service, Unbundled Elements, and Transport and Termination under the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and Related Indiana Statutes. Phase II.
IURC stayed portions of February 17, 2003 order requiring end-to-end unbundling of Project Pronto, but otherwise left the order intact.  On March 22, 2004, SBC filed a “Motion for Expedited Ruling on SBC Indiana’s Renewed Motion for Stay and for Leave to Amend,” which sought to have the Commission invalidate the CNAM download-related portions of its order, and to permit SBC to modify the terms of its CNAM tariff.  MCI filed its opposition on April 1st, SBC replied on April 8th, and the parties are awaiting a ruling.
 
42405
Opportunity Indiana III  Alternative regulation expires at the end of the year.
SBC and the OUCC arrived at a settlement through private meetings from which CLECs were excluded.  The settlement was very favorable to SBC and a disappointment to CLECs.  Hearings on the settlement are scheduled for early May.

 
42393
SBC TELRIC case
The IURC issued an order on January 5, 2004 that, inter alia, increased loop rates by 50% and significantly increased many NRCs.  Shortly after this order issued, SBC admitted in Texas, Illinois and Wisconsin rate proceedings that LoopCAT overstated loop costs for various reasons, and agreed to make corrections to the model to rectify these flaws.  AT&T/MCI sought rehearing based on this new evidence.  Despite conceding these issues elsewhere, SBC refused to correct its LoopCAT model in Indiana, and the IURC denied rehearing.  AT&T and MCI have each filed federal court challenges to the IURC order.  The IURC and SBC have not yet filed answers to the complaints.

42530
Wholesale Competition Docket
The IURC opened this proceeding on October 29, 2003 “to consider developing appropriate regulatory guidelines for the telecommunications industry including, but not limited to, CSOs, promotions, bundling, winbacks and waiting periods in conjunction with line loss notification.  On January 22, 2004, the IURC distributed a draft issues list for the proceeding and requested party comment thereon.  Numerous parties filed comments on March 4th.  The IURC has not yet taken further action.

 
INDIANA Triennial Review Proceedings:

42500 (Mass Market Switching)

42500-S1 (Batch Hot Cut)

42500-S2 (Loop Transport)

After twice deciding to press on despite the March 2, 2004 USTA II decision, the IURC ultimately stayed its TRO proceedings on April 7, 2004 (at the conclusion of the loops/transport hearing).  All testimony has been filed in all three proceedings.

MICHIGAN

U-13531
In the matter of the application of SBC Ameritech Michigan for approval of revised cost studies related to certain telecommunications services.

Direct testimony was filed on 1/1/04.  Response testimony was filed on 3/22/04, and 3rd round is due 5/10/04.

U-14121

In the matter, on the Commission’s own motion, to require SBC and Sage Telecom to submit their recently negotiated agreement for the provision of telecommunications services in Michigan for review and approval.

On 4/28/04, the MPSC required SBC and Sage to file their commercial agreement for review and approval.  The MPSC set a deadline for filing agreement of 5/5/04 at close of business.

U-14073 

Investigation into VOIP issues 

On 3/16/04, the MPSC initiated an investigation into VOIP.  Comments were filed on 4/21/04, and addressed the following issues: #/type of VOIP providers in Michigan, degree of regulation that should apply to VOIP, numbering resources, quality of service and virus potential, emergency services, USF issues, and access charges
U-14013

Investigation, on Commission’s own motion, into Verizon’s wholesale rates 

On 1/22/04, the MPSC initiated this investigation to investigate Verizon’s wholesale rates and directed Verizon to file new cost studies by 7/2/04.  On 4/20/04, the MPSC granted Verizon’s petition for rehearing, which extended the deadline for Verizon filing its cost studies to 11/29/04. 

U-13982

In the matter, on the Commission's Own Motion, to consider the competitive implications of SBC Michigan's refusal to waive early termination fees for some but not all competitive local exchange carriers.

The MPSC initiated this investigation on 12/18/03.  Comments and replied were filed in January and February, respectively.  

U-14004

In the matter of the application and complaint of MCImetro Access Transmission Services LLC against SBC Michigan relative to improper charges for loops used in conjunction with UNE-P, local number portability surcharge and USOC NR9UV.

This matter relates to SBC Michigan’s excessive and improper billing of charges to MCIm related to: 1) MCIm’s access to unbundled basic loops; 2) a $0.28 per line per month local number portability charge applied to lines on which MCIm uses UNE-P to provide service to end users; and 3) a $3.18 charge associated with the USOC NR9UV.

Rebuttal testimony due 5/5/0, motions to strike due 5/14, evidentiary hearings due 5/18, initial briefs due 6/4, reply briefs 6/11, and PFD target date is 7/9.

U-14000 

In the matter, on the Commission's Own Motion, to commence a contested case as required by 2003 PA 244 to establish the costs that local exchange providers may recover related to compliance with the wireless emergency service order

This case was initiated on 1/15/04 for establishing costs eligible for LECs may recover related to wireless emergency service order in compliance with PA 244, 1/1/04.  Staff has indicated that it will not be filing testimony in this matter. The deadline for this case is 6/29/04.

U-14021/U-14099/U-14100 (consolidated)

SBC's notice of discontinuance of intrastate intraLATA toll service to customers in the local exchanges of Hiawatha Communications, Inc

Status hearing scheduled for 5/4/04.  Deadline for Commission action is 9/29/04.

On 3/1/04 the MPSC released its 2003 annual report, which includes the following findings: 1) CLECs currently serve 21.7% of the Michigan local market (or 1.5 million lines), 2) UNE-P represents 932,667 CLEC lines or (65% of total CLEC lines), while resale represents 58,617 lines, UNE-L represents 264,600 lines, and facilities-based represents 148,691 lines.

MICHIGAN Triennial Review Matters

On 3/15/04, the MPSC denied SBC’s motion to stay Triennial Review proceedings. 

U-13796 (Mass Market Switching, Loop Transport)
Evidentiary Hearings were held on March 15-19.  A proposed decision is expected on 5/10, with exceptions and replies thereto due on 5/21 and 6/1, respectively.  A final order is expected on 7/2/04.

U-13891 (Batch Hot cut) 

Cross was waived.  Reply Briefs are due on 5/10/04 and a final order is expected by 7/2/04.


U-13895 (90-day enterprise switching case)

The MPSC closed this case on 11/25/03.
OHIO

02-1280-TP-UNC

In the Matter of the Review of SBC Ohio’s TELRIC Costs for Unbundled Network Elements
4/21/04: Commission upheld decision (3/11/04) to grant SBC interim wholesale rate increase.  As a condition, SBC must provide bi-monthly reports on the status of local competition (i.e., competitive market share), with the first report due on 7/1/04.  A hearing in Phase I is set for 7/6/04, and a final decision in Phase I expected by 11/1/04.

00-942-TP-COI

In the Matter of the Review of Ameritech Ohio's TELRIC Costs for Unbundled Network Elements and 271: Application by SBC Communications Inc., Ameritech Ohio, and Ameritech Long Distance for Provision of In-Region, InterLATA Services in Ohio

On June 26 the PUCO approved 271 application.  Bearing Point test initially set for completion on October 1, 2003.  Commission ordered the end of the Bearingpoint 3rd party OSS testing on February 4, 2004.  On March 17, 2004 the Commission approved amended performance measures.

03-950-TP-COI

On 4/17/03, the Commission initiated an inquiry into VOIP services and the regulation, if any, that should apply.  At this point, only comments have been filed, and, as of last update, 13 VOIP providers were registered with the Commission.  

02-3207-AU-PWC

Legislature gave the PUCO jurisdiction over municipal right of way fees.  This is a joint complaint by various CLECs challenging the ordinance established by the City of Toledo.  PUCO Order stated that the ordinance rate was unreasonable.  PUCO interpreted the statute as stating that the PUCO does not have the authority to establish or adjust the ordinance rate.  The PUCO found that ordinances did not comply with statutes.  This case is now on appeal and the Ohio Supreme Court will issue a finding as to the authority of the PUCO to rule on right of way fees.

03-324-AU-PWC

In the Matter of the Complaint of WorldCom, Inc., AT&T Corp., and Time Warner Telecom of Ohio, L.P. vs. The City of Dayton, Ohio, Regarding Right of Way Fees

Briefs and reply briefs have been filed in this case.  The PUCO issued an order similar wherein they determined the ordinance rates were unreasonable.  City of Dayton has filed a new ordinance.

99-998-TP-COI

Reachout Local Service Rules

April 7, 2003 Order establishing new retail local service rules.  The matter is set for rehearing for the amended carrier rules.  Retail rules are in effect.  With TRO cases forthcoming the carrier rule rehearing may take quite some time.

OHIO Triennial Review Proceedings:
TRO Cases

03-2040-TP-COI (mass market)

03-2041-TP-COI (loop transport)

04-0034-TP-COI (SBC proceeding)

04-0035-TP-COI (CBT proceeding)

The Commission held the TRO cases in abeyance on March 3, 2004.

WISCONSIN
 
6720-TI-161
Investigation Into Ameritech Wisconsin's Unbundled Network Elements
After the parties filed testimony on the Category 3 issues (IDLC conversion charge, OSS testing costs and Alcatel DLC discount), the PSCW held hearings on February 20, 2004.  Post-hearing briefing wrapped up on April 22nd and the parties are awaiting a determination from the Telecommunications Division Administrator.
The PSCW has notified parties that if they are having issues with SBC making the true-up payments required under the Final Decision in this proceeding, they will need to bring a complaint proceeding or some other form of new action in order to resolve those issues.  MCI and SBC are continuing to work towards resolution of their differences.
6720-TI-160
Investigation Into Ameritech Wisconsin Operational Support Systems
The PSCW terminated the OSS test in late December 2003.  The PSCW is currently considering the disputed issues motions arising out of the second and third six-month reviews.
 
6720-TI-177
Investigation Into Loop Conditioning Procedures
After a nine-month hiatus, the PSCW’s most recent activity respecting the setting of loop conditioning rates was held on April 28, 2004, when the parties attended a commission-ordered loop conditioning technical conference because after two prior rounds of testimony, hearing and briefing on the subject, the Commission has declined to address the record developed, instead directing the parties to attempt to agree on a methodology for deriving a sample for cost modeling purposes, and on a modeling methodology.  The parties have reached preliminary agreements on sampling methodology, but it is clear that they will not agree on proper modeling practices.  
  
6720-T1-183

Wisconsin Billing Docket 

Although the billing docket has not been formally closed, the PSCW essentially stopped doing anything in this proceeding once SBC obtained 271 authority from the FCC in October 2003.

6720-T1-187
SBC TELRIC Petition

Even as the prior TELRIC case continues on and present loop rates remain subject to change, SBC has filed a new rate case seeking to double loop rates.  SBC filed the petition on March 12th, and it is the first such petition brought under § 196.197, Wis. Stats., which requires cases involving 100 or fewer rate elements to be completed within 180 days of the petition being deemed “complete” (cases involving more than 100 elements must be completed within 270 days).  SBC’s petition was deemed “complete” on April 16th, requiring a final order by October 13th.  While SBC can extend these deadlines as much as it likes, the PSCW has no power to do so, and must appeal to the circuit court for an extension.  Extensions are limited to 60 days for a 180-day proceeding, and 90 days for a 270-day proceeding.  A prehearing conference was held on April 28th and the following case schedule was set:

June 15


CLEC Rebuttal Due

June 15-June 22
SBC may serve discovery on CLEC Rebuttal

June 22-June 29
CLEC responses to SBC discovery due on 5 business day turnaround

July 9


SBC Reply Testimony Due

Staff Testimony Due

July 9-July 15

CLECs may serve discovery on SBC Reply

July 14-July 20

SBC responses to CLEC discovery due on 5 day turnaround

July 19


Motions to Strike any SBC/Staff Testimony Due

July 21


Hearing on Motions to Strike

July 26-Aug 1

Hearings (go into weekend if needed)

CLECs’ Surrebuttal Testimony done from stand

 


SBC’s Reply to Staff Testimony done from stand

Briefing schedules and discovery matters will be addressed at a hearing beginning at 1 p.m. on May 4th. 
WISCONSIN Triennial Review Proceedings:

05-TI-908 (Mass Market Switching)

05-TI-909 (Local Transport and Enterprise Loops)

05-TI-910 (Batch Hot Cut)


The PSCW vacated the testimony, hearing and briefing schedules in all TRO dockets on March 3, 2004.  A CLEC motion filed by TDS Metrocom, McLeodUSA and several others to stay all TRO proceedings has been fully briefed since March 15th and remains pending.
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